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SOCIAL  SERVICE 

IN  THE 

CHRISTIAN  UNIONS. 


THE  AIM. 


July,  1914. 


The  aim  of  the  Student  Christian  Movement  in 
social  study  and  service  was  revealed  to  it  at  Matlock 
in  1909,  when  one  hundred  men  and  women  spent  four 
days  together  seeking  through  corporate  prayer  to  learn 
the  duty  of  the  Colleges  in  face  of  the  social  problem. 
It  has  come  to  be  expressed  in  the  following  words  : — 

To  call  the  colleges 

To  the  study  of  the  Will  of  God  for  modern 
life, 

To  the  hope  of  the  redemption  of  society, 

And  to  the  discipleship  of  Jesus  Christ  in  every 
department  of  conduct. 

Those  who  have  to  carry  out  this  aim  in  the 
Christian  Unions  will  want  to  understand  it  in  its  full¬ 
ness,  for  which  they  should  possess  and  study  the  three 
following  pamphlets  : — 

Discipleship  and  the  Social  Problem. 

A  new  call  to  the  Student  Christian  Movement,  Matlock, 
1909.  (S.C.M.  Id.) 

The  Study  of  the  Will  of  God  for  Modern  Life. 

(S.C.M.  3d.) 

Students  and  the  Regeneration  of  Society. 

(Ready  shortly.  S.C.M.  Id.) 


The  aim  will  work  out  differently  for  different 
people.  Some  who  are  hardly  awake  to  the  serious 
issues  of  life  at  all  will  need  to  be  confronted  with  the 
arresting  facts  of  poverty  and  social  struggle  so  as  to 
compel  their  attention  to  the  depth  of  human  need  and 
to  the  call  for  dedicated  Christian  service.  Others  whose 
interest  in  social  questions  is  already  well  developed 
need  primarily  to  be  brought  together  to  think  over  their 
programmes  of  social  progress  in  the  light  which  Jesus 
Christ  has  shed  upon  human  ideals  and  duties.  Amongst 
these  some  will  be  definitely  Christian  people  and  some 
will  be  definitely  antagonistic  or  indifferent  to  Christianity 
and  to  the  Church.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
bring  these  different  groups  together,  whether  in  meet¬ 
ings  arranged  by  the  Christian  Union  or  in  societies  for 
social  or  political  study  outside  the  Christian  Union,  so 
that  the  Christian  view  may  be  challenged  and  expressed. 

Perhaps  the  majority,  however,  are  those  who  have 
an  undeveloped  but  genuine  interest  in  society  needing 
to  be  cultivated.  Their  need  is  for  a  quickened  sense 
of  Christian  responsibility  towards  the  body  politic,  and 
a  trained  knowledge  of  the  way  in  which  that  responsi¬ 
bility  may  be  personally  discharged.  For  this  it  is 
necessary  that  certain  subjects  should  be  continually 
kept  in  prominence  in  the  Christian  Union,  both  in  its 
general  meetings,  in  its  study  circles  of  whatever  kind, 
and  in  the  personal  intercourse  to  which  it  gives  rise 
between  its  members.  Some  of  these  leading  points  are 
given  below  in  the  form  of  possible  titles  for  addresses, 
each  of  which  might  be  varied  in  a  number  of  ways. 

SUBJECTS  FOR  MEETINGS. 

Social  Facts: 

1.  What  it  must  mean  to  be  destitute,  overcrowded 

or  sweated. 

( The  relation  of  material  and  spiritual  issues). 

2.  Flow  character  is  affected  by  conditions  of 

work. 

e.g.  in  mines,  in  factories,  in  business. 

(The  relation  of  economic  and  spiritual  issues.) 


2 


3.  The  good  that  can  be  done  by  legislation. 

e.g.  in  affecting  the  lot  of  the  poor,  in  improv¬ 
ing  industrial  relationships. 

( The  relationship  of  political  and  spiritual  issues). 


Social  Ideals  and  Principles. 

1.  The  need  of  real  friendship  and  fellowship  and 

mutual  trust. 

e.g.  between  rich  and  poor,  between  employer 
and  employed,  between  teacher,  clergy  and 
social  workers,  between  the  lettered  and 
the  unlettered. 

2.  The  spiritual  meaning  of  modern  movements, 

e.g.  the  Labour  Movement,  the  Women’s 
Movement,  the  crusade  against  destitution 
and  disease. 

3.  The  social  problem  present  in  our  own  souls. 

e.g.  in  our  carelessness  of  others,  our  neglect 
of  the  despised  and  weak,  our  materialism, 
cowardice  and  unbelief  in  college  life. 

Social  Duties  and  Opportunities. 

1.  What  Christian  discipleship  involves  to-day. 

e.g.  in  face  of  social  inequality,  international 
rivalry,  party  spirit  in  politics,  the  worldly 
cult  of  ease  and  pleasure. 

2.  The  student’s  future  opportunity. 

e.g.  in  the  dedication  of  leisure  or  of  life  to 
social  service  or  research,  in  studious 
obedience  to  the  Christian  possibilities  of 
any  other  calling,  in  leavening  public 
opinion. 

3.  How  to  begin,  in  social  study,  service  and 

intercession. 
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THE  CHOICE  OF  SPEAKERS  AND  TYPES  OF 
MEETING. 

Something  on  the  lines  of  each  of  these  subjects  is 
probably  wanted  within  each  college  generation  of  two 
or  three  years,  and  something  from  each  group  annually. 
Subjects  should,  therefore,  be  chosen  upon  a  plan  which 
looks  at  least  a  year  back  and  a  year  ahead.  Speakers 
should  be  chosen  to  fit  the  subjects;  they  should  be  told 
for  whom  the  meeting  is  designed,  and  what  it  is  designed 
to  do.  The  clearer  the  aim  of  the  meeting  the  better  can 
the  speaker  prepare,  and  the  better  also  will  the  Christian 
Union  prepare. 

An  increasing  number  of  people  are  to  be  found 
who  are  thinking  out  the  subjects  already  named,  and 
who  are  able  and  ready  to  speak  of  them  both  in  public 
meetings  and  in  small  informal  gatherings  where 
questions  and  discussion  are  possible.  Many  of  the 
subjects  can  be  treated  from  the  local  point  of  view. 
The  Christian  Union  should  therefore  gather  around  it 
men  and  women  who  know  the  local  circumstances  and 
give  them  their  habitual  thought  and  prayer. 

Small  informal  meetings  are  amongst  the  best  that 
can  be  arranged.  They  allow  for  closer  personal  contact 
between  speaker  and  hearer,  with  opportunity  for  the 
hearer  to  correct  first  impressions,  and  fill  out  the  picture 
and  assimilate  the  truths,  and  for  the  speaker  to  com¬ 
municate  his  inspiration  as  well  as  his  knowledge. 

Here  are  a  few  sample  subjects  for  treatment  in 
this  way: 

1.  Opportunities  of  a  life’s  work  in  social  service, 

or  of  voluntary  social  service  on  leaving 
college.  Speaker  from  a  Settlement,  Guild 
of  Help,  Charity  Organisation  Society,  or 
University  Social  Training  School. 

Such  a  meeting  might  be  held  annually  for 
those  who  are  leaving  college. 

2.  The  needs  of  the  neighbourhood — 

Speaker:  A  Medical  Officer,  Police  Officer, 
Factory  Inspector,  or  City  Missioner. 
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3.  The  thoughts  which  are  moving  Labour — 

Speaker  :  An  Adult  School  leader,  co-operator, 
or  member  of  the  Workers’  Educational 
Association. 

The  connection  of  the  Christian  Union  with  Settle¬ 
ments,  University  Schools  of  Social  Training,  and 
educational  and  religious  movements  amongst  working 
men  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  is  best  secured  in 
such  ways. 


STUDY  CIRCLES. 

The  study  circle  is  a  well-established  method  of 
increasing  knowledge  and  conviction  upon  Biblical, 
missionary  and  social  subjects.  It  is  probably  the  best 
means  we  yet  possess  for  moulding  opinion  and  firing  it 
with  Christian  principle.  The  rationale  of  the  method 
will  be  found  in  the  pamphlet  which  the  Secretary 
should  not  only  read  himself,  but  should  pass  on  to 
every  circle  leader. 

The  Leadership  of  a  Study  Circle.  Price  2d. 

In  laying  down  a  programme  of  social  study 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Christian  Union 
member  will  sometimes  acquire  social  passion 
better  in  a  Bible  or  missionary  circle  than  in  a  social 
circle.  This  is  the  case  where  interest  in  the  Bible  or 
in  missions  may  be  assumed  and  interest  in  social 
questions  may  not ;  and  provided  the  text-book  is 
suitable.  Two  Bible  study  text-books  are  entirely 
suitable,  viz. — 

Christian  Discipleship  and  Social  Life.  1910,  6d.  net 

Discipleship.  1911.  9d.  net. 

Similarly  in  some  missionary  study  text-books  the 
relation  of  the  Gospel  to  the  national  and  social  setting 
of  the  religious  problem  is  a  prominent  idea.  With  any 
of  these  studies  the  social  aim  of  the  Movement  is  being 
realised. 


The  following  are  the  social  study  text-books  which 
have  been  issued  hitherto  by  the  Student  Christian 
Movement,  and  which  have  proved  useful  both  for  the 
general  body  of  Christian  Union  members,  and  also  for 
men  and  women  who  would  not  join  a  Bible  or  mission¬ 
ary  circle.  True  spiritual  sympathy  and  understanding 
may  be  established  in  such  circles  between  those  within 
and  those  without  the  C.U.,  to  the  great  gain  of  both 
parties,  apart  altogether  from  the  possible  addition  to 
the  strength  of  the  Christian  Union. 

1.  Social  Degradation.  A  study  in  poverty,  by  Malcolm 

Spencer.  1st  edition,  1908,  revised  and  re-arranged, 
1912.  Price  Is.  net. 

2.  Social  Reclamation.  A  study  in  service,  by  Malcolm 

Spencer.  A  sequel  to  the  above.  1909.  Is.  net. 

3.  The  Hope  of  the  Redemption  of  Society. 

By  Malcolm  Spencer.  1913.  Is.  and  2/6  net. 

4.  Personal  Economy  and  Social  Reform. 

By  H.  G.  Wood.  A  study  in  the  spending  and  earn- 
of  money.  1910.  1/6  net. 

5.  My  Brother  the  Tramp.  By  Mary  Higgs. 

A  study  in  the  problem  of  vagrancy.  1914.  8d.  net. 

6.  Children  and  the  State.  By  Grace  Paton.  1914. 

(to  be  ready  in  September) 

7.  The  Position  of  Women.  A  symposium.  1914. 

(to  be  ready  at  Christmas). 

The  Student  Christian  Movement  has  also  issued 
typed  outlines  (price  Id.)  for  the  discussion  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  books : 

[a]  Peabody’s  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Social 
Question.  6d. 

ip)  Rauschenbusch’s  Christianity  and  the  Social 
Crisis.  2s. 

(c)  Introductory  Studies  on  the  Women's  Move¬ 
ment. 

A  Litany  of  Labour.  Price  |d.  each,  3d.  per  doz. 
Reprinted  and  sold  by  the  Student  Christian  Move¬ 
ment,  will  be  found  a  help  to  private  and  united 
intercession  for  social  questions. 
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WEEK-END 

CONFERENCES. 


As  has  been  said  already  the  social  study  of  the 
Christian  Union  should  be  brought  into  the  closest 
possible  relation  with  local  conditions.  One  way  of 
doing  this  is  by  following  up  every  course  of  meetings 
or  circles  with  an  interview  with  some  social  workers  in 
the  neighbourhood  or  even  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the 
scene  of  their  work.  From  time  to  time  however,  it  is 
worth  while  to  make  a  special  effort  to  make  known  the 
social  needs  of  the  neighbourhood  in  a  series  of  meetings 
lasting  over  two  or  three  days.  When  this  is  done  the 
facts  should  not  be  presented  alone  but  with  some 
accompanying  addresses  bringing  the  appeal  home  to 
the  Christian  conscience  and  speaking  of  the  Christian 
hope  for  Society.  Week-end  conferences  of  this  kind 
have  been  held  successfully  in  several  universities.  In 
preparation  for  such  a  conference  it  has  been  found  well 
to  arrange  a  retreat  some  months  in  advance,  inviting 
the  student  committee  responsible  for  the  conference, 
and  an  equal  number  of  senior  friends  connected  with  the 
social  life  of  the  neighbourhood — ministers  and  clergy, 
teachers  in  schools,  town  councillors,  medical  officers, 
and  other  social  workers,  representatives  of  working 
class  institutions,  specially  the  educational  ones,  lecturers 
on  economic  and  social  service.  The  purpose  of  the 
Retreat  is  to  bring  together,  for  prayer  and  conference, 
those  who  will  be  the  organisers  and  speakers  at  the 
conference  to  plan  the  programme  and  the  work  of 
following  up  the  conference  in  the  next  few  terms  or 
even  years.  A  special  effort  of  this  kind  once  every  few 
years  will  set  up  the  social  work  of  the  Christian  Union 
for  some  time  to  come,  leaving  the  committee  free  to 
devote  its  special  energies  to  missionary  and  evangelistic 
campaigns  in  other  years.  Rightly  handled,  such  con¬ 
ferences  may  themselves  be  missions,  calling  men  and 
women  to  prayer,  and  the  dedication  of  themselves  to 
Christ.  Copies  of  the  programmes  of  such  conferences 
and  retreats  can  be  supplied  to  those  who  ask  for  them. 


7 


VACATION  STUDY. 


In  a  few  centres  where  the  Christian  Union  has  had 
the  sympathetic  advice  and  organising  help  of  those  well 
versed  in  the  social  life  of  the  neighbourhood  it  has  been 
found  practicable  to  arrange  for  parties  of  students  to 
hear  lectures  and  visit  centres  of  social  usefulness  during 
the  vacations.  Such  an  arrangement  would  be  nearly 
impossible  if  it  rested  upon  the  student  committee.  The 
necessary  help  may  often  be  obtained  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  University  Settlement. 

Another  method  applicable  only  in  a  few  cases  is 
the  arrangement  of  a  reading  party  to  spend  a  few  days 
together  in  prayer,  private  reading  and  united  discussion. 
This  also  is  apt  to  depend  upon  the  initiative  and  leader¬ 
ship  of  some  senior. 

The  encouragement  of  private  reading  is  however  a 
method  of  universal  application.  For  those  who  wish 
guidance  upon  particular  subjects  a  Bibliography  of 
Works  upon  Christianity  and  Society  (S.C.M.,  1911, 
6d.),  will  be  found  to  contain  particulars  of  the  most 
important  recent  books,  carefully  classified. 


PRIVATE  READING. 

The  following  books  may  be  specially  recommended 
for  private  reading,  in  addition  to  those  already  named  : — 

At  the  Works.  (Middlesborough).  Lady  Bell,  ls.net. 

AcrGSS  the  Bridges.  (S.  London).  Paterson.  Is.  net. 

Poverty  :  a  study  of  town  life  (York).  Rowntree.  Is.  net. 

Where  shall  she  live  ?  Higgs  &  Hayward.  Is.  6d.  net. 

Women  in  Industry.  2s.  net. 

Studies  of  Boy  Life  in  our  Cities.  3s.  6d.  net. 

Socialism  and  the  Socialist  Movement . 

Sombart.  3s.  6d.  net. 

Problems  of  Poverty.  Hobson.  2s.  6d. 

Democracy  and  Social  Ethics.  Addams.  5s.  net. 
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Luxury  and  Waste  of  Life.  Urwick.  4.  6d. 

The  Reproach  of  the  Gospel.  Peile.  5s.  6d.  net. 

The  Ethics  of  Jesus.  King.  6s.  6d.  net. 

Christianising  the  Social  Order. 

Rauschenbusch.  6s.  6d.  net. 

Toynbee  Hall  and  the  English  Settlements. 

Pecht.  3s.  6d.  net. 

Round  about  a  Pound  a  Week. 

Mrs.  Pember  Reeves.  2s.  6s.  net. 

The  Industrial  Unrest  and  the  Living  Wage. 

2s.  net. 

(Report  of  the  Swanwick  Interdenominational  Summer 
School  of  Social  Service  Unions.) 

Problems  of  Village  Life.  Bennet  Is.  net. 

The  Feminist  Movement.  Mrs.  Snowdon.  Is.  net. 

The  Religious  Aspects  of  the  Women's  Collegium 
Movement.  4d.  net. 

Tutorial  Classes.  Albert  Mansbridge.  2s.  6d.  net. 

The  Social  Problem  for  Christian  Citizens. 

Reason.  Is.  net. 

Adult  School  Handbook  of  Social  Service.  4d. 

Christ  and  War.  Wilson.  Is.  net. 

SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

Few  students  have  the  time  or  the  training  necessary 
to  play  any  considerable  part  in  the  now  highly  specialised 
work  of  social  service.  The  Christian  Union  may  trust 
these  few  to  mark  out  their  own  track  whilst  it  provides 
for  the  average  member  the  minimum  contact  with  social 
service  necessary  to  counteract  the  tendency  of  study  to 
drift  apart  from  the  living  facts.  This  can  easily  be  done 
if  the  Christian  Union  is  properly  linked  with  the  Christian 
leaders  in  social  service  in  the  locality.  They  will  readily 
arrange  for  members  of  circles  or  other  parties  to  see  or 
hear  about  the  work  that  goes  on.  It  is  possible  to  devise 
a  combination  of  visits  and  explanatory  talks  involving 
only  a  few  hours  in  the  aggregate,  which  will  afford  a 
real  introduction  to  the  world  of  social  service.  This  can 
be  made  a  regular  item  in  the  Christian  Union  programme 
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with  very  little  expenditure  of  time  after  the  first  year. 
In  this  way,  whilst  a  few  may  become  workers  in  student 
days,  many  will  be  impressed  with  the  possibility  of 
doing  so  later  on. 

So  far  as  the  Christian  Union  influences  people  to 
engage  in  social  service  it  should  see  that  they  do  so 
under  the  guidance  of  competent  people.  Perhaps  the 
best  work  for  students  is  connected  either  with  recreation 
or  with  teaching.  In  either  case  a  natural  healthy  basis 
for  friendship  is  established,  and  lives  are  touched  in 
their  more  buoyant  and  hopeful  hours.  The  strain  of 
endeavouring  to  help  those  in  peculiar  difficulty  and  dis¬ 
tress  is  not  generally  advisable  for  students.  Clubs  and 
Settlements,  Adult  Schools  and  Workers’  Classes,  afford 
the  opportunity  for  more  natural  friendship.  It  is 
probably  good  that  every  student  should  share  the 
interests  and  difficulties  of  life  with  some  one  individual 
or  family  outside  his  own  class.  Clubs  and  classes  are 
not  the  only  means  to  this  end.  Many  students  may 
find  their  ordinary  Church  life  affords  them  the  intro¬ 
duction  they  need.  Or  their  dealings  with  newsboys  or 
college  servants  may  the  starting  point.  Whatever  the 
approach,  this  sustained  personal  contact  in  some  form  or 
other  should  be  secured  in  student  days. 

It  is  generally  inadvisable  for  the  Christian  Union 
to  assume  responsibility  for  carrying  on  a  piece  of  social 
work  of  it  own.  Continuity  in  policy,  regularity  in 
service,  experience  in  oversight,  and  sufficiency  of  funds 
are  all  difficult  for  students  to  provide.  The  normal 
function  of  the  Christian  Union  is  that  of  the  showman. 
The  College  or  University  settlement  frequently  affords 
the  natural  outlet  for  activities,  where  these  are  desired, 
though  even  in  this  matter  the  Christian  Union  under¬ 
takes  too  much  if  it  is  ever  under  pressure  to  recruit 
workers  to  order.  The  difficulty  of  the  secular  foundation 
of  certain  settlements  is  not  usually  final;  where  liberty 
of  private  religious  action  is  claimed  by  the  individual  it 
is  usually  conceded,  provided  the  settlement  itself  is  not 
compromised.  It  is  worth  while  fighting  this  battle 
for  religious  liberty  where  it  has  still  to  be  fought. 
Generally  speaking,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  find 
openings  for  service  under  the  guidance  of  religious 
leaders. 
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ORGANIZATION. 


A  secretary  for  social  study  and  service  is  needed 
in  each  Christian  Union.  It  is  his  duty  to  suggest  to 
the  Christian  Union  Committee  a  plan  of  work  for  the 
year,  and  when  the  plan  is  agreed  upon  to  carry  it  out. 
In  carrying  it  out  he  may  need  the  help  of  a  special  sub¬ 
committee,  but  the  plan  should  be  settled  invariably  by 
the  full  committee  in  order  that  it  may  be  properly 
related  to  the  central  purpose  of  the  Christian  Union. 
Otherwise  it  may  become  disproportionate  or  discordant 
with  the  rest.  A  useful  committee  would  include  three 
or  four  students  of  different  faculties,  to  keep  the  work 
in  touch  with  the  college,  and  one  or  two  senior  people 
to  keep  it  in  touch  with  the  social  life  of  the  locality. 
They  should  be  people  who  believe  in  the  whole  purpose 
of  the  Christian  Union  and  not  simply  in  its  social 
work. 

The  secretary’s  work  will  include  the  securing  of 
speakers  for  meetings  and  leaders  for  circles,  the  arrang¬ 
ing  of  visits  for  the  inspection  of  social  work,  the 
obtaining  of  text-books  and  pamphlets  for  the  use  of 
circles  or  for  sale  at  meetings,  the  advertising  of  every¬ 
thing  that  is  arranged,  and  a  little  correspondence  besides. 
In  securing  speakers  the  senior  members  of  committee 
may  be  useful.  In  securing  audiences  and  circle-members 
the  students  on  committee  should  be  set  to  work. 

The  secretary  should  see  that  his  successor  is 
appointed  the  term  before  he  goes  out  of  office  so  that 
he  may  hand  on  his  experience  and  his  ideas  and  plans 
for  the  work. 

Whenever  the  Christian  Union  wants  to  get  fresh 
introductions  to  local  speakers  or  helpers,  or  when  some 
new  piece  of  work  is  contemplated  for  which  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  other  colleges  is  wanted,  or  when  any  need 
is  felt  for  fresh  literature  or  advice,  the  secretary  is 
invited  to  write  to: 

THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  SECRETARY, 
Student  Christian  Movement, 

“  Annandale,” 

Golders  Green,  N.W. 
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